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Cream of the News 


Milk production on Wisconsin farms in January 
was down 3 percent from a year ago after averaging 
4 percent lower in 1973. 

Prices of most livestock and crops in Wisconsin 
increased from December to January so the index of 
prices received for farm products was up 3 percent. 

Red meat production in Wisconsin for December 
was 9 percent above a year ago as both beef and pork 
output were higher. 

Wisconsin farmers reported paying an average 
of $30.70 in January for a feeder pig weighing 40 
pounds, a decline of $1.40 from October 1973 but 
nearly $6.00 above last year. 

Cheese production in the Nation during 1973 
was 2 percent more than in 1972 but output of butter 
declined 16 percent. 

Prices received by Wisconsin farmers for all milk 
sold in January are expected to average $8.68 a hun- 
dredweight, up $2.73 from a year earlier and a 
record high. 

Milk production per cow in Wisconsin during 
1973 was down from the previous year for the first 
time since 1952. 

Cold storage stocks of meat and cheese in the 
Nation at the end of January were higher than a year 
ago but butter stocks were sharply lower. 

The annual inventory of livestock and poultry 
on Wisconsin farms showed an increase in all cattle, 
hogs, and turkey breeder hens but a decline in chick- 
ens and sheep and lambs. 

Wholesale prices of Swiss and cheddar cheese at 
Wisconsin assembly points continued to increase dur- 
ing January, with Swiss cheese exceeding a dollar a 
pound for the first time. 

Beef cattle prices at St. Paul and Kansas City 
were higher in January than a month earlier as were 
prices of barrows and gilts at St. Paul. 
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MILK PRODUCTION 5 45 
CONTINUES LOWER, “1g 


Production of mai on Wisconsin farms during January 
totaled 1,491 million pounds, down 3 percent from a year 
earlier. This completed a full year that monthly milk pro- 
duction was below the previous year. January’s production 
increased seasonally 6 percent from December, the same 
gain as in December 1972 - January 1973.,Output per cow 
in January averaged 830 pounds, down 10 pounds from last 
year. The revised estimate of Wisconsin’s milk production for 
1973 was 18,442 million pounds, a 4 percent decline from 
1972: 

The Nation’s milk production of 9,278 million pounds 
during January was also 3 percent under a year ago. Produc- 
tion of milk in the Nation has been below the previous year 
since September 1972. January’s output increased 3 percent 
from December compared with a 2 percent gain for those 
months a year earlier. Production per cow in January aver- 
aged 824 pounds, 2 pounds less than in January 1973. A re- 
view of more complete production and utilization data shows 
that the Nation’s milk production for 1973 totaled 115.6 
billion pounds, down 4 percent from 1972. 


Milk Production 








January January Enaise Revised 
Selected States from Jan.-Dec. 
1973 1974 
last year 1973 

Million pounds Percent pilliong 

pounds 

WISCONSIN). 0-802 sere = 1,533 1,491 — 3 18,442 
Minnesotas. syeieian or 823 822 meee 9,369 
TO Wali tey ic Baba is; foleeiek se) lef s 340 295 -—13 4,049 
Ne WHOL pease eo teites: 830 810 — 2 9,728 
Pennsylvania’ <).0-7- = =~ 559 555 -— 1 6,702 
@alifornia | auaeeieterncscs 828 830 nes 10,348 
Other states) 24. .25 7. 4,668 4,475 —- 4 56,982 
WnitediStatesiare cit <a 9,581 9,278 — 3 115,620 





MILK PRICES START 1974 
AT RECORD HIGH 


Prices received by Wisconsin farmers for all milk sold in 
January are expected to average $8.68 a hundredweight, up 
16 cents from the previous record high in December. A year 
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ago in January the all milk price averaged $5.95 a hundred- 
weight. 

Milk prices for December averaged $8.52 a hundred- 
weight, a gain of 24 cents from November and $2.53 above a 
year earlier. Milkfat content in December averaged 3.83 per- 
cent, the same as December 1972. 

Producers for the Grade A market received an average 
of $8.64 a hundredweight during December, an increase of 
26 cents from the previous month and $2.54 more than a 
year ago. Manufacturing grade milk, at $8.35 a hundredweight 
in December, was up 22 cents from November and $2.53 
higher than December 1972. The spread between market and 
manufacturing grade milk was 29 cents for December com- 
pared with 28 cents a year earlier. 


Milk Prices 1/ 


December January 
price per cwt. 1974 


73/72 price per 


November 1973 





Selected States 


Average Price 











test per cwt. ker? MS change | Cwt. 2/ 
Percent | Dollars | Dollars | Dollars | Percent | Dollars 
Milk for all uses 
Wisconsin ..... 3.86 8.28 5.99 8.52 + 42 8.68 
Minnesota..... 3.74 7.83 5.63 8.08 + 44 8.13 
TOWal a Wishaw ae 3.80 8.05 5.93 8.49 + 43 8.70 
New York 2.25% 3.69 8.90 6.79 8.70 +28 8.70 
California .... . 3.76 7.80 5.91 8.00 +35 7.95 
United States ... 3.80 8.63 6.54 8.82 +35 8.88 
Wisconsin utilization| 
Market milk... . 3.87 8.38 6.10 8.64 + 42 XXX 
Manufacturing milk| 3.85 8.13 5.82 8.35 + 43 XXX 
Creameries 2... - 3.85 8.00 5.78 8.23 + 42 XXX 
Cheese factories . 3.85 8.14 5.83 8.36 + 43 XXX 
Varied prod. plants} 3.84 8.10 Sais 8.30 + 45 XXX 





1/Preliminary average buying prices received for milk of average test. They differ 
from basic buying prices which are for 3.5% milk. 2/Based on preliminary infor- 
mation for milk of average test. 


Wisconsin 3.5 Test Milk Prices 1/ 






Change from 


Utilization last year 










Dollars per cwt. Percent 

Milk*for‘all uses gst need cee 5.47 7.51 7.79 +42 
Marketmilk (2) c.cecies_ = lence sereevie os 5.59 7.58 7.85 + 40 
Manufacturing milk.......... 5.30 7.39 7.67 + 45 

Creameries. 5.) 23, oes eee eee 5.16 hex) 7.58 + 47 

American cheese plants. ...... 5233 7.41 7.70 +44 

Varied products plants....... 520 7.38 7.61 + 46 
Federal Order Markets 

Chicago Regional Base Zone. . . 5.95 7.98 8.39 +41 





1/Computed equivalents. 2/Preliminary. 





CHEESE PRODUCTION UP 2 PERCENT IN 
1973 BUT BUTTER DOWN 16 PERCENT 


Production of all cheese in the Nation during 1973 was 
2 percent more than in 1972 but output of butter declined 
16 percent, according to preliminary estimates. American 
cheese production was up | percent in 1973 and Italian 
cheese production increased 7 percent. Although the national 
output of Swiss cheese in 1973 was down 6 percent from 
1972, production of Brick and Muenster gained | percent 
and all other cheese was up 3 percent. 

Wisconsin produced 732 million pounds of American 
cheese during 1973, just slightly higher than in 1972. Min- 
nesota manufactured 26 percent more American cheese in 
1973 than in 1972 but Missouri was down 20 percent and all 
states declined 2 percent. 

Cheese production in the Nation during December was 
11 percent above a year earlier as increases of 18 percent for 
American, 14 percent for Italian and 3 percent for Brick and 
Muenster offset an 18 percent decline for Swiss and a 13 
percent drop in all other cheese. 

American cheese production in Wisconsin during Decem- 
ber was 11 percent higher than the previous year and other 
states also had increased production. 

The Nation’s butter production of 922 million pounds 
in 1973 was the lowest on record dating back to 1919. De- 
clines from 1972 by states were 9 percent in Wisconsin, 16 
percent in Minnesota, 30 percent in Iowa, and 17 percent in 


Current Dairy Products Estimates 





Change from 
last year 








Item and area 
Jan.-Dec. 














4 


1,000 pounds Percent 
BUTTER 
Wisconsiit (2 Siecae sees 13,927 13,900 180,830 Nac: - 9 
Minnesota: s/s eae 18,026 15,860 219,340 ~12 — 16 
Towa yack’; atapenea Gueis 6,016 2,700 59,340 — 55 — 30 
Other states’ -s-) sedans 43,599 35,010 462,849 — 20 —17 
United) Statesiien- atin. 81,568 67,470 922,359 cial Me | — 16 
CHEESE, AMERICAN 
Wisconsin: (22) arceen ee $3,001 58,900 732,050 ce ON noc: 
Mintiesotay syn os eee: 17,914 24,000 241,160 + 34 a Os 
Missourt’ baa). 0c eee 4,900 5,000 73,450 AeeD — 20 
Otherstates 2-3. pees 43,686 $3,077 619,177 21 -—- 2 
United States) 35 119,501 140,977 1,665,837 +18 age Al) 
CHEESE, 
MISCELLANEOUS 
United States 
Swissits'5 0 coherent 15,471 12,708 166,956 = 18 ao) 
Brick and Muenster. 5,704 5,883 67,828 tS ary ot 
Ttalianw yeas ies 43,062 49,291 $48,378 + 14 + 7 
Alliothes) sich soe: 22,546 19,715 202,206 — 13 + 3 
Totalere cs see 86,783 87,597 985,368 ea | cee | 
ALL CHEESE 
UnitediStatesim.-eaereee 206,284 228,574 2,651,405 ead i 
OTHER PRODUCTS 
Cottage Cheese 
United States 
Curd ah) Seances 55,843 48,737 763,586 =—13 = 3 
Creamed)2 i eeten 71,648 63,977 976,946 =—11 -—- 4 
1,000 gallons Percent 
Ice Cream 
Wisconsin. 275. 4. 1,108 1,150 16,980 + 4 — 10 
[lin Oise Awe stenosis. 2,943 3,180 44,980 + 18 7h if 
Towarts evar ute pee te 509 600 7,950 +18 ne eS) 
Michigans: ). uct eos 2,310 2,165 35,290 =.6 +! 4 
Minnesota ..5°- ns.) . 2,088 2,010 30,460 —- 4 ts 2: 
Other-states| 002s. 42,348 42,143 650,275 Nc: + 32 
United States 52. . $1,306 51,248 785,935 n.c. ae) 8 
1/Includes cottage, pot, and bakers’ cheese with a milkfat content of less than 


percent. 2/Includes cheese with a milkfat content of 4 to 19 percent. 
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all other states. Churnings of butter in Wisconsin during De- 
cember showed little change from a year earlier but other 
states were down considerably. 

The Nation’s output of cottage cheese curd in December 
was 13 percent under a year ago while creamed cottage cheese 
production was down 11 percent. During 1973 the cottage 
cheese curd production in the Nation was 3 percent below 
1972 and creamed production declined 4 percent. The 
national output of ice cream for December was nearly the 
same as a year ago but production in 1973 was up 2 percent 
from 1972. 


Manufacturers’ Stocks of Other Dairy Products 
United States 








Change 
from last 
year 


Commodity 








1,000 pounds Percent 


Dried whole milk 37... : 4,025 35351 5,124 +e 5:3 
Dried skimumilk eee. 2s) 78,110 38,724 75,878 + 96 
Dried buttermilk .:.....: 25138 pee Males | Sy AGS +110 
Condensed milk and evapor- 

ated milk (case goods) 1/. . 88,576 74,698 69,175 - 7 





1/Combined to avoid disclosing individual plant operations. 


WHOLESALE SWISS CHEESE PRICE 
EXCEEDS DOLLAR A POUND 


Wholesale prices of Swiss cheese, Wisconsin State Brand, 
averaged over a dollar a pound in January. This was the first 
time that wholesale prices of Swiss cheese averaged above a 
dollar a pound. The January average of $1.02 for Swiss cheese 
was about 3% cents higher than December and 25 cents more 
than a year ago. 

Cheddar cheese in 40 pound blocks averaged almost 
90 cents a pound at Wisconsin assembly points during January. 
This was a gain of over 1% cents from December and the 11th 
consecutive month that wholesale cheddar cheese prices in- 
creased. A year ago in January the average price of cheddar 
cheese was only 63% cents a pound. 

Wholesale prices of 92-score butter at the New York 
market declined again from December to January. The Janu- 
ary average of 70.80 cents a pound was down about 3% 
cents from the previous month and 6% cents under two 
months earlier. However, wholesale prices of 92-score butter 
at New York in January were more than 2 cents above last 
year. 


Wholesale Dairy Prices 



















January December January 











Cpe 1973 1973 1974 1/ 

Butter, 92-score, New York, pound... 68.71¢ 74.36¢ 70.80¢ 
Cheese, Cheddars, Wisconsin primary 

markets, 40 lb. blocks, pound 2/ .. . 63.75¢ 88.25¢ 89.92¢ 
Cheese, Swiss, Wisconsin State Brand, 

Hlockipoundy jmieie. so eee ee 77.20¢ 98.75¢ 102.20¢ 


Evaporated milk, North Central States, 
case, 48-14% oz. cans, range...... 

Nonfat dry milk solids, spray, Chicago 
ALeas POUNG \abmgioiesh ss seen usta ian =o Ne 39.06¢ 52.03¢ 55.13¢ 


1/Preliminary estimates. 2/Selling prices, f.o.b. at Wisconsin assembly points. 


$8.10-9.10 $10.80-11.05 $——— — 





AMERICAN CHEESE PRODUCTION 
UP SHARPLY IN JANUARY 


Weekly estimates of American cheese production in the 
Nation during January indicate an increase of almost a fourth 
from a year ago. Production in December was up 18 percent 
from last year but total output of American cheese for 1973 
was only | percent above 1972. Wisconsin’s production of 
American cheese in January was well above a year earlier. 
The State produced 11 percent more American cheese in 
December than a year ago but production for 1973 showed 
little change from 1972. 

According to weekly estimates, the Nation’s butter pro- 
duction in January was down 15 percent from the previous 
year. This drop was only slightly less than the 17 percent 
decline in December and the 16 percent reduction for 1973 
compared with 1972. Wisconsin’s butter production fluctu- 
ated during January, being higher than a year ago early in 
the month but then declining until the last week of January 
when it showed little change. The State’s butter output for 
December was about the same as a year earlier but churnings 
in 1973 were 9 percent less than in 1972. 


Recent Changes in Butter and Cheese Output 

















Butter American Cheese 
United States isconsin United States Wisconsin 
Periods 
Production Change | Change Production ee ee pc neuee 
from last | from last from last |from last 
1973 1973 
year year year year 
1,000 lbs. | Percent | Percent 1,000 Ibs. Percent | Percent 
DO Ce veces eure 67,470 —17 Nace 140,977 +18 coe el 
Jan.-Dec. . . 922,359 — 16 — 9 1,665,837 Sit F H.C. 
Weeks ending 
Janvwyesrree 19,350 -—11 aS, e2 7,200 PAS) +15 
Jan 102), 18,500 — 13 + 16 33,050 een + 21 
Jan. 17) 2. 17,800 — 14 —- 4 33,000 +24 tut) 
Jan.24 .. 18,000 — 19 -— 7 35,100 35 af +20 
Jan 3) ten 18,250 —17 n. Cc, 35,950 ae 13 
Wotal Wee oe 91,900 — 15 XXX 174,300 +24 XXX 





MILK PRODUCTION 
LOWER IN 1973 


Milk production on Wisconsin farms in 1973 totaled 
18.4 billion pounds, down 4 percent from 1972 and the 
lowest since a similar production in 1970. The decline in 
milk production during 1973 was due to fewer cows on 
farms and a reduced output per cow. The annual average 
number of milk cows on Wisconsin farms for 1973 was 
1,810,000, a drop of 21,000 from a year earlier. Production 
per cow averaged 10,189 pounds in 1973, down 3 percent 
from the previous year and the first time since 1952 that the 
annual average output per cow was lower than a year earlier. 
The Nation’s milk production for 1973 was also down 4 per- 
cent from 1972. Wisconsin produced 16 percent of the Na- 
tion’s milk supply in 1973. 

Total milk production in the Nation during 1973 was 
115.6 billion pounds. The annual average number of milk 
cows on farms in 1973 was a record low of 11,419,000, 
down 2 percent from 1972. Output per cow in the Nation 
for 1973 was 10,125 pounds, 1 percent below 1972 and 
the first time since 1944 that production per cow declined 
from the previous year. 


4 WISCONSIN FARM REPORTER February 1974 





Number of Milk Cows in Herds on Farms, Wisconsin, 1962-73 1/ 























January February Annual 





November December 





July August September | October 









1,000 head 
1962 2,150 2,150 2,150 2,450 2,150 2,150 2,150 2,150 2,150 2,150 25150 2,150 2,150 
1963 2,150 2,150 2,148 2,147 2,146 2,145 2,144 2,143 2,143 2,142 2,141 2,140 2,145 
1964 2,140 2,140 2,140 2,140 2,140 2,140 2,139 2,138 2,138 2,138. 2,137 PANES) 2,139 
1965 2,128 2,120 2,110 2,100 2,090 2,080 2,070 2,060 2,050 2,040 2,030 2,020 2,075 
1966 2,011 2,003 1,995 1,988 1,981 1,975 1,970 1,965 1,960 1,956 1,952 1,949 FES 
1967 1,946 1,943 1,940 1,937 1,934 1,931 1,928 12925. 1,922 1,919 1,916 15913 1,930 
1968 1,909 1,905 1,900 1,895 1,890 1,885 1,880 1,875 1,869 1,863 1,858 1,853 1,882 
1969 1,849 1,846 1,843 1,839 1,836 1,833 1,830 1,827 1,824 1,821 1,818 1,816 1,832 
1970 1,815 1,815 1,814 1,814 1,813 1,813 1,812 1,812 L813: 1,813 1,814 1,814 1,814 
1971 1,815 1,816 1,817 1,818 1,819 1.821 1,822 1,824 1,826 1,828 1,830 1,832 1,822 
1972 1,832 1,832 1,832 1,832 1,832 1,832 1,832 1,831 1,831 1,830 1,829 L827 1,831 
1973 1,825 1,823 1,820 £87 1,814 1,811 1,808 1,805 1,803 1,801 1,799 15797 1,810 





1/Excludes heifers not yet fresh. 


Milk Production per Cow, Wisconsin, 1962-73 1/ 



















January February August September | October | November December Annual 
Pounds 

1962 720 680 785 795 875 870 740 650 605 645 614 671 8,650 
1963 700 665 . 115 795 880 875 35 660 610 650 630 695 8,670 
1964 750 745 840 840 920 885 740 665 620 660 650 Ts 9,050 
1965 785 740 855 860 920 890 THe. 685 647 630 625 685 9,080 
1966 730 690 810 835 900 920 795 eis) 660 670 660 740 9,140 
1967 780 P32 820 855 920 925 835 G55 690 705 680 740 9,440 
1968 785 766 860 880 960 940 846 75 710 TiS 695 740 9,676 
1969 780 745 860 875 O'S 992 885 810 735 710 700 TIS 9,853 
1970 810 765 890 915 1,000 1,000 905 835 750 766 735 795 10,163 
1971 840 7195 910 940 1,025 1,005 905 845 7170 785 a35 7190 10,345 
1972 835 810 925 940 1,020 1,025 945 870 800 800 739 7190 10,500 
1973 840 7195 920 940 995 980 890 810 745 760 725 785 10,189 





1/Excludes milk sucked by calves. 


Milk Production on Farms, Wisconsin, 1962-73 1/ 









January February July August September | October | November December Annual 











Million pounds 


1962 1,548 1,462 1,688 1,709 1,881 1,870 1,591 1,398 1,301 1,387 1,320 1,443 18,598 
1963 1,505 1,430 1,665 1,707 1,888 1,877 1,576 1,414 1,407 1,392 1,349 1,487 18,597 
1964 1,605 1,594 1,798 1,798 1,969 1,894 1,583 1,422 1,326 1,411 1,389 1,569 19,358 
1965 1,670 1,569 1,804 1,806 1,923 1,851 1,604 1,411 POSS 1,285 1,269 1,384 18,841 
1966 1,468 1,382 1,616 1,660 1,783 1,817 1,566 1,425 1,294 Esa 1,288 1,442 18,052 
1967 1,518 1,428 1,591 1,656 779 1,786 1,610 1,453 1,326 1.5/3 1,303 1,416 18,219 
1968 1,499 1,459 1,634 1,668 1,814 1,772 1,590 1,453 1,327 ip332 28 1,371 18,210 
1969 1,442 £5375 1,585 1,609 1,790 1,818 1,620 1,480 1,341 ea th 1273 1,407 18,051 
1970 1,470 1,388 1,614 1,660 1,813 1,813 1,640 i303 1,360 1,389 1,333 1,442 18,435 
1971 £5525 1,444 1,653 1,709 1,864 1,830 1,649 1,541 1,406 1,435 1,345 1,447 18,848 
1972 1,530 1,484 1,695 22 1,869 1,878 Leah (ees) 1,465 1,464 1352 1,443 19,226 
1973 1,533 1,449 1,674 1,708 1,805 tS 1,609 1,462 1,343 1,369 1,304 1,411 18,442 





1/Excludes milk sucked by calves. 


Milk Cows and Milk Production by Months, United States 
1971, 1972 and 1973 









Milk cows on farms 1/ Milk per cow 2/ 








Milk production 2/ 

















1971 | 1972 1973 1972 1971 1972 [ 1973 
1,000 Pounds Million pounds 
January. .... 11,908 11,773 11,599 804 826 826 9,573 9,720 9,581 
February .... 11,889 11,760 11,561 7156 799 7116 8,994 9,391 8,969 
March. Gv.0e oc 11,881 11,747 11,525 860 890 886 10,220 10,452 10,213 
Apit fi choke 11,867 11,739 11,479 878 900 899 10,423 10,566 10,321 
Magee ee. 11,852 11,721 11,446 942 961 961 11,159 11,268 10,998 
June caveat: 11,841 11,703 11,412 913 935 926 10,815 10,946 10,570 
uly beter eee 11,832 11,685 11,375 869 894 883 10,285 10.442 10,042 
August ..... 11,822 11,672 11,347 834 855 834 9,860 9,978 9,466 
September . . . 11,811 11,659 11,317 790 809 785 9,328 9.431 8,888 
October=s es 11,799 11,650 11,301 800 810 791 9,444 9,437 8,939 
November 11,794 11,639 11,295 763 7166 762 9,004 8,911 8,609 
December 11,785 11,624 11,287 800 805 800 9,427 9,362 9,024 
Annual Doone 11,842 11,698 11,419 10,009 10,250 10,125 118,532 119,904 115,620 





1/Excludes heifers not yet fresh. 2/Excludes milk sucked by calves. 
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LIVESTOCK AND POULTRY INVENTORY 


The annual inventory of livestock and poultry on Wis- 
consin farms showed an increase in all cattle, hogs, and turkey 
breeder hens but a decline in chickens and sheep and lambs. 

All cattle and calves totaled 4,400,000 on January 1, 
1974, up almost 3 percent from a year earlier and the fourth 
consecutive year that cattle numbers increased. This was the 
largest number of cattle and calves on Wisconsin farms since 
January 1, 1965. 

The gain in the number of cattle and calves was primarily 
due to more animals for feedlot finishing. Milk cows and 
heifers that have calved declined 2 percent during 1973 to 
1,796,000. Beef cows that calved numbered 312,000, nearly 
the same as on January 1, 1973. Milk replacement heifers 
weighing over 500 pounds were down | percent but beef 
replacement heifers increased 2 percent. Steers and other 
heifers weighing 500 pounds or more showed a significant 
increase of almost 16 percent. Heifers, steers, and bulls under 
500 pounds were up 10 percent from January 1 last year. 

Sheep and lambs in Wisconsin continued to decline. 
There were 112,000 sheep and lambs on farms January 1, a 
drop of 10 percent from a year earlier and 100,000 less than 
a decade ago. Stock sheep totaled 98,000, down 11,000 from 


Number and Value 


January 1, 1973 while the 14,000 sheep and lambs on feed 
were 1,000 under the previous year. 

All chickens on Wisconsin farms as of December 1, 1973 
totaled 6,821,000, a 3 percent decrease from a year earlier. 
Hens and pullets of laying age, which accounted for 81 per- 
cent of all chickens, were 6 percent fewer than the previous 
year but other pullets and chickens increased. 

There were 1,575,000 hogs and pigs on Wisconsin farms 
December 1, 1973, a gain of 100,000 from a year earlier. 
Market hogs were up 8 percent but the 252,000 hogs kept 
for breeding were about the same as on December 1, 1972. 

The total value of all cattle, hogs, sheep and lambs, 
chickens, and turkey breeder hens amounted to well over 
$1.8 billion, up 26 percent from a year ago as value per head 
increased for all species. 

Farmers valued all cattle at a record $395 each, $70 
higher than last year. All hogs were valued at $60.50 a head, 
up $19.50 from a year earlier and also a record high. All 
sheep and lambs averaged $28.50 a head on January 1, a 
gain of $4.50 from the previous year and the highest since 
1952. Chickens, at $1.65 each, were 45 cents above a year 
earlier and the most since 1949. Turkey breeder hens were 
valued at $9.50 per bird, an increase of $3.00 from last year. 


of Livestock, January 1 



































Wisconsin 
! Number Farm value per head Farm value 
Class of Livestock 1973 1974 1973 1974 1973 1974 
1,000 head Dollars 1,000 dollars 

‘Cowsvand heifers that havecalved «2.02 205 2.99 « 2. < «oe 24 2,138 2,108 _ _ _ — 

BGC TIC OWS) Perales ee cairo Sicie: sent botseh Gis. siney sh gk sy sal Sei ce 313 312 - = = a3 

MONROE! ods Beeld) cdo outild Jit. coseecmo uc olsceeimcsd 1,825 15796 — = os = 
Heters SOO POUndS and OVEDes, Hiaree sic) = eeec cin a) tetk> one 943 964 — = 2 

Hor beef cow replacement: oS). sces ates “se ese es! 99 101 - — = pa 

HOF Mii COW Te DIACEM CIE air creas eeius sg ab ater ictied euaiay ta. 705 700 — — a = 

Other herkers Pek, ois pais: levis: Rima ids, felonies sis aoe, oattee 139 163 _ = = oe 
Steers: 500 POUNGS and.Overe= sea rare ao ys) Wee anes ns 284 326 _ = ae a: 
Bulls: 500) poundssand Over haley lo cepeetia ols) eds acon sin sas 47 48 _ = = = 
Heifers, steers, and bulls under 500 pounds .......... 871 954 — = = = 

PALIN AUTIESAMCICALY CSGMMCiE aot Soe wetes widsu'ss estan Oh) ea ayes 4,283 4,400 325.00 395.00 1,391,975 1,738,000 

EIOgS aNd Pigsel homer was Sorueiees. ohetceiuste5gd ek a) eee ge 1,475 LoS 41.00 60.50 60,475 95,288 
HOCK SHeeprand LamOSea a creo tdeine fs 5st ol 2 ete ys elel ous 109 98 - _ = ae 

Eweseieveariandrolder tan tsts aly shu ev ees a seas & 88 78 = = os a 

FW MAMLDS tcl) neice fs teitctee te Soke a Mar) os ses, er be es ee 14 13 = — me chs 

Rams and wethers 1 year and older............. 4 4 _ = a = 

Wetheranditam lambs ieee <sces re. its ok os) a ha ees) alia 3 3 - = — os 
Sheepyand tambsion feed cure eae Creates. 2s) a tails oe 15 14 = - — = 

Allsheep, and: lamps: sacjuuemeis, eine el eile «| sate msan oye fe 124 212 24.00 28.50 2,976 3,192 
Hensyanepullets of laying dager. o = sas). lee lene ae sia, 5,876 5,507 - - _ = 
Otheripullets (Pst 2s epee Se ee ie a euler soe ees Ge ous 1,114 1,240 — = _ _ 
Otherehickens 2 ais. '< is, Soe ee cis ae aa ee et ays Seow hs 59 74 _ - — = 

AW Chaeke nist 01/2 [Rao c ak sets hice Ge feces ON oy) sala cos 7,049 6,821 1.20 1.65 8,459 Waa S55) 

Lurkey,preeder hens) Diss ssw, aces uewreieldeiyel el edie fe ates 76 81 6.50 9.50 494 770 
Totalivaltwtesd |p 7 mir metshie + tbe ntia satus), coehey rede N atts stews pijet ist 4a ite — — — =— 1,464,379 1,848,505 





United States 























BeefiGOws.\s ss pee ee entero wine ais sAloatuer Bey cel oe ts ohana ala 40,918 42,874 — — _ os 
Milk (COWS: 2, 2 ck REMC rae te elle ns Stale s) ohve'e orf elaen malts 11,624 11,284 — = - = 
ATl other cattle sgcwc panes Meteors pe tier a) leo kell otek .e othe) barton 68,992 73,382 - = _ = 
All cat tletand'calv est. trarmemome beste alsa meres! a od? Ones 121,534 127,540 252.00 321.00 30,582,529 40,905,700 
Hogsiand ipigsili/ic seem mere ites hier fdistcotisy cect te coh ste) 59,180 61,022 42.00 60.20 2,484,154 3,676,250 
Sheepiand lambs) se eweiieebe oie cic Sb ate 17,724 16,545 26.70 32.70 472,714 540,651 
Rehickens//Ay/2)) Hid >. NoMa MEN eS ohare eps etolig, wes 406,241 412,329 1.28 1.62 519,908 669,120 
ar keyubreeder, Memsi Ly /osi) owes arc iis weiter scsi, efienes vt ays 3,303 3,605 6.50 9.58 21,466 34,529 
Total value = = =5 = 34,075,971 45,826,250 








1/December 1 previous year. 2/Does not include commercial broilers. 3/U. S. totals are for 26 states with 10,000 or more breeder hens. 4/Includes cattle, hogs, all sheep, 


chickens, and turkey breeder hens. 
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MOST FARM PRODUCT 
PRICES HIGHER IN JANUARY 


Prices of most livestock and crops in Wisconsin increased 
from December to January. The index of prices received for 
all farm products sold in Wisconsin during the period ending 
in mid-January averaged a record high of 564 percent of the 
1910-14 base. This was an increase of 16 points (3 percent) 
from a month earlier and 36 percent above January 15, 1973. 

Beef cattle prices reversed the downward trend of the 
previous four months by increasing $2.50 from December to 
January. Steers and heifers averaged $38.50 a hundredweight 
in January, up $4.10 from a month earlier and $3.10 more 
than last year. Slaughter cows, at $31.40 a hundredweight in 
mid-January, were $2.10 above December and $5.30 greater 
than a year ago. 

Hogs averaged $39.70 a hundredweight for January, a 
gain of $2.10 from the previous month and $8.70 above 
January 1973.Calves brought an average of $50.60 a hundred- 
weight as of January 15, down 10 cents from December but 
$2.50 more than a year earlier. 

The mid-January sheep price of $11.10 a hundredweight 
was up $1.10 from the previous month and $4.10 higher than 
January 1973. Lambs averaged $35.00 a hundredweight in 
January, an increase of $3.50 from December and $6.40 
above last year. The mid-January wool price of 58 cents a 
pound remained unchanged from a month earlier but was 13 
cents more than a year ago. 

Egg prices increased 4 cents from December to January. 
At 65 cents a dozen on January 15, eggs were 16 cents above 
last year and a record high for that date. Turkeys dropped 
5 cents from December to January but at 32 cents a pound 
liveweight were 8 cents higher than mid-January 1973. 

Corn averaged $2.58 a bushel on January 15, a gain of 
15 cents from the previous record high reached in December 
and nearly double a year ago. Oats continued to increase, 
averaging a record high of $1.46 a bushel in mid-January. 
This was 12 cents above the previous month and 57 cents 
greater than January 1973. 

Wheat soared to a record price of $5.18 a bushel in 
January, up 52 cents from December and $3.01 higher than 
a year earlier. Soybeans, at $5.66 a bushel in mid-January, 
were 8 cents more than the previous month and $1.81 above 


Prices Received by Wisconsin Farmers 














" Jans 1S; 
Commodity 1974 
Dollars 
MilkiGOWS) : aeteite, = Head 420.00 485.00 615.00 605.00 
Steers and heifers . | Cwt. 30.00 35.40 34.40 38.50 
COWS nie 2 eee Cwt. 21.80 26.10 29.30 31.40 
Calvesiee) uavoneaen Cwt. 42.20 48.10 50.70 50.60 
Hogs ways see Ba eae Cwt. 22.40 31.00 37.60 39.70 
Sheeprus Soe Cwt. 5.30 7.00 10.00 11.10 
Lambs \isensbe ens Cwt. 25.90 28.60 31.50 35.00 
Wools fies Lb. .20 .45 58 -58 
Chickens 1/\ = 2). = |Lb. .085 .100 -195 -165 
Turkeys so... eae xe Lb. .230 .240 .370 .320 
Eposirereeetens abate Doz. .240 -490 -610 -650 
Corn Wai eas eae Bu. 1.10 1.30 2.43 2.58 
Wheat.iejecep cece. Bu. 1.44 2.17 4.66 Ss 
Oats: Klaas eae Bu. yh! .89 1.34 1.46 
Soy beansis%.2 2-12 Bu, 2.88 3.85 5.58 5.66 
Alfalfa hay, baled . | Ton 23.50 37.00 30.50 32.00 





1/Excludes broilers. 


last year. Baled alfalfa hay averaged $32.00 a ton in January, 
up $1.50 from December but $5.00 below the record high a 
year ago. 


DECEMBER RED MEAT OUTPUT 
HIGHER THAN YEAR AGO 

Production of red meat in Wisconsin’s commercial 
slaughter plants during December totaled over 106 million 
pounds, an increase of 9 percent from a year ago. Output of 
beef in December was up 10 percent from the previous year 
and pork production rose 8% percent. 

Slaughtering plants in Wisconsin killed 109,000 cattle 
during December, an increase of 8,000 from December 1972. 
Average liveweight of cattle slaughtered in December was 
1,144 pounds, 21 pounds heavier than a year earlier. 

There were 253,000 hogs butchered in December, up 
11,000 from the previous year. Hogs averaged 247 pounds 
liveweight for December, a gain of 9 pounds from December 
19725 

Calf slaughter in Wisconsin during December totaled 
20,200, a decline of 2,400 from a year ago. At 145 pounds 
average liveweight for December, calves were 5 pounds lighter 
than the previous year. The December sheep and lamb kill 
of 400 was 100 more than in December 1972. 


Commercial Livestock Slaughter 






Number Liveweight 








Change 





December December 















Area from 
1972 [1978 last year 1972 | 1973 
1,000 head Percent Million pounds 

Cattle 

Wisconsin. secs 101.0 109.0 Au a ts) 113.4 124.7 

United States 1/. . .| 2,866.4 2,762.0 -— 4 3,026.6 2,934.1 
Calves 

Wisconsin). en -a 22.6 20.2 —11 3.4 2.9 

United States 1/.. . 239.4 US7.5 == PP) 56.0 43.0 
Hogs 

Wisconsin aun meant 242.0 253.0 0 5 57.6 62.5 

United States 1/. . . | 6,663.4 6,288.5 =O 1,606.1 1,559.1 
Sheep and lambs 

Wisconsin) <r nee “3 4 1 ABN) 029 -038 

United States 1/.. . 780.3 638.7 — 18 83.6 69.6 





1/Excludes Alaska and Hawaii. 


BUTTER STOCKS DOWN NEARLY 
ONE HALF FROM YEAR AGO 


Cold storage stocks of butter in the Nation at the end of 
January amounted to only 53 million pounds, down almost 
half from a year ago and the lowest total for that date since 
1967. Government stocks of butter, at 13 million pounds in 
cold storage on January 31, were down considerably from 
the 88 million pounds held a year earlier. 

Stocks of cheese in the Nation’s cold storage facilities 
at the end of January totaled over 361 million pounds, up 11 
percent from the previous year. Supplies of American cheese, 
at 296 million pounds, were 13 percent above January 31, 
1973. Swiss cheese stocks were 78 percent higher than last 
year but stocks of all other cheese were down 5 percent. 
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Cold Storage Stocks of Butter and Cheese 

























Change 
: January 31, | January 31, | January 31 
Cc > > , 
ommodity 1972 1973 1974 from last 
year 
1,000 pounds Percent 
UNITED STATES 
Buttermere tease atc 81,825 108,866 §3,099 =n Sit 
Cheese, American ..... 237,083 262,854 296,095 oy OS 
Cheese; Swissin . 4 5.005. « 6,636 8,120 14,450 +78 
Cheese; allother. . . 2.2. 48,086 53,665 50,872 - §5 
Cheesew total a5 a aes 291,805 324,639 361,417 a il 
WISCONSIN 
BUtECR te. cae Mone ot Cee hs 3,290 3,303 1,242 =* 62 
Cheese, American .... . 134,397 171,071 173,726 + 2 
GOVERNMENT STOCKS* 
Buttertang-aseyeae-he choke 58,106 87,587 shea — 85 
Cheese, American ..... 3,415 149 375 a5, 2 





*Included in above totals. 


FARM LABOR WAGE 
RATES UP IN 1973 


Wage rates paid to hired workers on farms in Wisconsin 
and the Nation were higher in 1973 than in 1972. Wisconsin 
workers received an average of $418.00 a month with a house 
in 1973, up $31.00 from the previous year. Monthly rates 
with board and room averaged $318.00 in 1973, an increase 
of $23.00 from 1972. Hired help in Wisconsin who worked 
by the day received an average of $13.60 with board and 
room, a gain of $1.30 from a year earlier. Daily rates without 
board and room averaged $17.10, up $1.40 from 1972. Those 
workers employed by the hour in Wisconsin during 1973 
earned an average of $2.06, an increase of 14 cents from the 
previous year. Farm labor wage rates in the Nation for 1973 
showed similar gains from 1972 but averaged lower than in 
Wisconsin. 


Farm Workers and Wages 
Wisconsin and United States 









United States 





Wisconsin 





Item 














1973 1974 1973 1974 
January 
Farm Workers 1/ 
Hire diaccpacy csite set eetewie. oun 11,000 12,000 688,100 688,200 
Family: Gteiis, favs de tele one 148,000 147,000 2,639,700 2,621,100 
TPOtal Bays ache, ee et ete ote 159,000 159,000 3,327,800 3,309,300 
1972 1973 1972 1973 
Wage Rates 2/ 
By the month 
With houses). cteseneaie = $387.00 $418.00 $361.00 $393.00 
With board and room. . . | $295.00 $318.00 $280.00 $309.00 
By the day 
With board androom.. . $12.30 $13.60 $12.00 $13.10 
Without board and room . $15.70 $17.10 $13.20 $14.50 
By the hour 
No board orroom..... $1.92 $2.06 $1.84 $2.00 





1/Persons employed during the last full calendar week ending at least one day be- 
fore the end of the month. 2/Average rates paid on crop and livestock reporters’ 
farms or in their localities for arrangements specified above. 


FEEDER PIG PRICES DOWN 


Wisconsin farmers reported paying an average of $30.70 
in January for a feeder pig averaging 40 pounds. This was 
$1.40 below last October and $3.80 under the record high 
reached in July 1973. However, the January feeder pig price 
was nearly $6.00 above a year ago and over three times 
greater than the record low in January 1971. 


Wisconsin Feeder Pig Prices and Weights 1/ 











Year January April July October 
Dollars per head 
LOG Sr we ens 10.50 12.10 13.00 1S 205: 
1966. ..; 20.65 20.00 16.60 16.30 
TO Giese es 14.50 14.75 15.20 14.90 
TOG SMe eee ar 13.70 15.40 15.10 15.20 
916 SLE Sanne 14.00 16.40 17.80 19.00 
U9 7 Osman: 21.50 24.50 18.80 12.60 
POT esis 9.35 12.05 12.80 14.30 
LOW 2 aes as 18.50 21.70 23.30 23.50 
VOW Sime aici 24.80 30.90 34.50 32.10 
UOT Ae ai tem = 30.70 
Pounds per head 

965: Fatwa 42 40 40 40 
NOG GR ee emer 41 40 40 41 
LOG Ti sees cue 42 41 41 41 
NVGS Sous 42 40 41 41 
1969 eeeews 41 41 41 41 
TOTO wae 41 39 40 40 
POTS Sraasbe 41 40 40 41 
LOR 2 cae ee 41 40 40 40 
MOS rece 41 40 40 40 
URS Be cee A 40 





1/Prices paid by farmers and weights are average for the month as reported by 
Wisconsin Crop Correspondents. 


MEAT STOCKS 
ABOVE LAST YEAR 


The Nation’s cold storage stocks of meat at the end of 
January were 27 percent higher than a year ago. Pork stocks 
totaled 298 million pounds, a gain of 47 percent from Janu- 
ary 31, 1973. Stocks of pork increased 11 million pounds 
during January and were 93% million pounds above last year. 

The Nation had 468% million pounds of beef in cold 
storage at the end of January, up 22 percent from a year 
earlier. Beef stocks increased nearly 21 million pounds during 
January and were about 86 million pounds above the previous 
year. 


Cold Storage Stocks of Meat 
United States 






Change 












Commodity famous from 
1972 
last year 
1,000 pounds Percent 
Beef: 
BroZenioreetencihsuems: b coals 330,232 370,020 432,083 453,646 a Pdi! 
Inicurevand cured 3). .- . - 8,222 12,756 15,696 14,854 + 16 
PTO Galea secratsiet ets ols, ey & 338,454 382,776 447,779 468,500 ay pao) 
Pork: 
IPROZER ere ner eee bren id ist ca nel as ts 281,600 189,437 271,631 282,990 + 49 
TM COOLE Gee ct ch seins) ae ies 19,526 13,634 14,479 15,261 stud va 
PRC AM meaner sha etal a ol aie 301,126 203,071 286,110 298,251 + 47 
Other meats and meat 
products: 
Wieal Strovetiwen.wcms vem sirmenrs 8,893 15,580 11,566 12,343 —21 
Lamb and mutton, frozen . 16,355 14,258 15,034 13,563 — § 
Canned meats in cooler: 
Harris yitispe Reena) arent seure cre 61,262 49,597 53,982 57,063 eS 
Other meatsiee «ie sist%., ss 19,511 16,615 15,209 17,375 cre as) 
Total vallomeats eens ers is ss 745,601 681,897 829,680 867,095 #2 





BEEF CATTLE PRICES HIGHER 


Prices of feeder steers at Kansas City and fed steers and 
utility cows at St. Paul increased from December to January. 
Good grade feeder steers weighing between 600-700 pounds 
averaged $47.81 a hundredweight at Kansas City during 
January, up $4.40 from December and $4.00 above January 
1O7 Ss: 


8 WISCONSIN FARM REPORTER February 1974 


Good grade fed steers weighing between 900-1100 
pounds averaged $44.31 a hundredweight at the St. Paul 
market for January, an increase of $6.81 from the previous 
month and $6.86 more than a year ago. Utility cows at St. 
Paul averaged $33.60 a hundredweight in January, a gain of 
$1.46 from December and $4.73 higher than last year. 


BEEF CATTLE PRICES 
S.St Paul & Kansas City Mo, Averages !1972,73,74 


60 





$ per Cwt. Good Bae Steers 


50 


AG = Good Steers 


S. St Poul 


2800-4M40156-74 






















PRICES OF BARROWS AND GILTS ; ae 
AVERAGE HIGHER IN JANUARY , 

Prices of barrows and gilts at the St. Paul market aver- — ; 
aged $40.68 a hundredweight during January, up 69 cents a 
from a month earlier. The January average price for barrow 
and gilts was $8.19 above the previous year. 


BARROW and GILT PRICES 
oo St. Paul Monthly Averages !972,73,74 
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE 
STATISTICAL REPORTING SERVICE 
Box 5160, Madison, Wisconsin 53705 
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